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Ibbo Mandaza is a Zimbabwean academic, author and publisher. He holds 

a Doctorate of Philosophy (D.Phil) in Political Economy from the 

University of York in England (1979) and taught at the Universities of 

Botswana, Zambia, Dar re Salaam and Zimbabwe (part-time).  He has 

researched and written extensively on issues of governance, international 

relations and public policy; and was one of the first senior African Civil 

Servants in post-independent Zimbabwe (1980-1990), having been a 

member of the (Zimbabwe) National Liberation Movement, in the 

Department of Research, Education and Manpower, ZANU Headquarters, 

Maputo, Mozambique.  He served as Director of the National Manpower 



Survey and Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Manpower Planning 

and Development; as Deputy Chairman of the Public Service Commission 

and Member of the Defence Forces Commission; and finally as Chairman 

of the Parastatals  Commission, before his early retirement from the Civil 

Service in July 1990 at the age of 42. 

 

Ibbo Mandaza was Chairman of the Board of Directors of the second 

largest tourism and hotel group (Rainbow Tourism Group) in Zimbabwe 

from 1992 to 2009 

 

Ibbo Mandaza is currently Executive Chairman of the Southern African 

Political Economy Series (SAPES) Trust, a regional Think Tank and 

Convenor of the Policy Dialogue Forum.   

 

Adjunct Professor Visiting, School of Governance, University of the 

Witwatersrand , October, 2021- 

Member of the Board of Directors, Human Sciences Research 

Council (HSRC) of South Africa, November 2021 - 25. 

 


